
1

European e-Justice Portal EN
Home  …  Taking Legal Action  Legal Systems - EU and National  National Ordinary Courts  Bulgaria

National ordinary courts
Bulgaria

Content provided by:
Bulgaria

Organisation of justice – judicial system

Courts of first instance in civil and criminal cases

District Courts

The main court of first instance is the district court (rayonen sad). It examines all cases except those which are
assigned to other courts by law. It examines civil, criminal and administrative cases. Decisions of district courts
are subject to appeal before the respective provincial court (okrazhen sad). The district court consists of judges
and is headed by a chairperson.

Provincial courts

Provincial courts consider the following proceedings in their capacity as courts of first instance:

actions to establish or challenge parentage, terminate an adoptive relationship, declare a lack of capacity1.
or lift such lack of capacity;
actions to establish ownership of or real rights over a property if the value of the claim is higher than2.
BGN 50 000;
civil or commercial disputes over a sum of more than BGN 25 000 (with the exception of maintenance3.
claims, claims under labour law or for the recovery of unauthorised expenditure);
actions to establish an inadmissible, void or incorrect company registration for which the law provides4.
that the provincial courts have initial jurisdiction;
claims, regardless of their value, joined in a single application with a claim under the jurisdiction of a5.
provincial court, if they are to be heard within the same proceedings;
disputes subject to examination by a provincial court under other legislation.6.

The provincial court, in its capacity as court of first instance, also has jurisdiction for the offences referred to in
Articles 115, 116, 118, 119, 123, 124, 131(1)(8) and 131(2)(1) and (2), 142, 142а(2), second option, 143(2) and
(4), 143а(3), second option, 149(5), 152(4), 155(5)(1), 156(3)(1), 159(5), 159d, second option, 162(3), first
option, 162(4), 195(1)(9), second option, 196а, 199, 203, 206(4), 208(5), first option, 212(5), 213а(2)(5), second
option, 213a(3) and (4), 214(2), 219, 220, 224, 225b, 225c, 235(4), first option, 242, 243-246, 248-250, 252-260,
260а-260c, 277а-278e, 280(2)(5), 282-283b, 287а, 301-307, 319а-319f, 321, 321а, 330(2) and (3), 333, 334,
340-342, 343(1)(c), 343(3)(b), 343(4), 346(6), second option, 349(2) and (3), 350(3), 354а(1) and (2), 354b,
354c(2)-(4), 356b(2), 356f-356i, 357-360 and 407-419а of the Criminal Code (nakazatelen kodeks).

The provincial court, in its capacity as court of first instance, also has jurisdiction for the offences of a general
nature referred to in Articles 201-205, 212(1)-(4), 212а, 226, 251, 285, 287, 288 and 289, committed by:

deputy ministers;1.
chairpersons of state agencies and state committees, executive directors of executive agencies and their2.
deputies;
the Governor of the National Social Security Institute, the Governor of the National Health Insurance Fund,3.
the executive director and directors of the territorial directorates of the National Revenue Agency;
the Director of the Customs Agency, heads of customs offices, customs posts and customs points;4.
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members of the Anti-corruption commission, Illegal assets forfeiture commission and National bureau for5.
the control of special intelligence means;
regional governors and deputy regional governors;6.
members of the Supreme Judicial Council, the Inspector General and inspectors of the Inspectorate within7.
the Supreme Judicial Council;
mayors and deputy mayors of municipalities, mayors and deputy mayors of districts and chairpersons of8.
municipal councils.

The Sofia City Court (Sofiyski gradski sad), in its capacity as court of first instance, has jurisdiction for offences of
a general nature committed by judges, prosecutors and investigators, other persons with immunity, and
members of the Council of Ministers, as well as offences covered by Chapter 1 of the Special Part of the Criminal
Code, except where the special rules in Chapter 31 apply.

The Sofia City Court also has jurisdiction for cases falling within the competence of the European Public
Prosecutor’s Office.

Courts of second instance in civil and criminal cases
The provincial courts, acting as courts of second instance, examine acts appealed against in district court cases.

The courts of appeal (apelativen sad) consider appeals and objections against first-instance rulings by provincial
courts within their territorial jurisdictions.

Courts of third instance in civil and criminal cases
The Supreme Court of Cassation (varhoven kasatsionen sad) is the supreme judicial instance in criminal and civil
cases. Its jurisdiction covers the entire territory of the Republic of Bulgaria. It has its seat in Sofia. The Supreme
Court of Cassation consists of judges and is headed by a chairperson. The Supreme Court of Cassation has
criminal, civil and commercial chambers.

Legal database
Each court in Bulgaria maintains a website which corresponds to the needs of citizens, legal entities and
administrative authorities. These websites provide information on the courts’ structure and activities, as well as
information on ongoing cases and cases which are already closed.

Name and URL of the respective databases
The website of the Supreme Judicial Council (vissh sadeben savet) provides a detailed list of courts in Bulgaria,
including their addresses and websites.
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