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1 Do I have to go to court or is there another alternative?
It might be better to use alternative dispute resolution systems, such as mediation.

2 Is there any time limit to bring a court action?
In some cases there are provisions to the effect that the case must be brought within a certain period of time,
otherwise it may be too late to demand payment of a debt, for example. The period of time allowed for bringing
a case to court varies depending on the type of case at issue. Questions relating to the period of time for
bringing a case may be answered by a legal adviser or consumer-affairs adviser, for example.

3 Should I go to a court in this Member State?
Information about the jurisdiction of the courts may be found here.

4 If yes, which particular court should I go to in this Member State, given
where I live and where the other party lives, or other aspects of my case?
Where you live, where the opposite party lives, and other factors may be of importance for where the case must
be brought. More information may be found here.

5 Which particular court should I go to in this Member State, given the
nature of my case and the amount at stake?
The nature of the case, the amount disputed and other circumstances may be of importance in determining the
kind of court before which the case must be brought. More information may be found here.

6 Can I bring a court action by myself or do I have to go via an
intermediary, such as a lawyer?
Individuals are permitted to bring a case to court on their own initiative. There is thus no requirement to be
represented or to have a lawyer in Sweden. There is also no lawyers’ monopoly in the sense that a legal
representative or counsel must be a lawyer.

To summarise, it is possible to bring a case oneself, without appointing a lawyer.

https://e-justice.europa.eu/home_en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/taking-legal-action_en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/taking-legal-action/where-and-how_en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/taking-legal-action/where-and-how/how-bring-case-court_en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/64/EN/mediation_in_eu_countries?SWEDEN&clang=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/85/EN/which_country_s_court_is_responsible?SWEDEN&clang=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/85/EN/which_country_s_court_is_responsible?SWEDEN&clang=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/85/EN/which_country_s_court_is_responsible?SWEDEN&clang=en
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7 To initiate the case, who exactly do I apply to: to the reception office or
the office of the clerk of the court or any other administration?
An application for a summons must be lodged with the court. It may be lodged at the court registry, placed in the
court’s letter box or mailbox, handed over to an official of the court or sent to the court by post.

8 In which language can I make my application? Can I do it orally or does it
have to be in writing? Can I send my application by fax or by e-mail?
In Sweden, the language of the courts is Swedish. A summons application must therefore be written in Swedish.
If a document has been submitted in another language, however, the court may in some cases order a party to
have it translated. In exceptional cases, the court may translate documents itself.

A summons application must be submitted in writing and signed in person. If the application is not signed in
person but is submitted by fax or email, for example, the court must request confirmation of the application by
means of an original signed document. If no such confirmation is forthcoming, the application will be rejected.
However, it is also possible to apply for a summons in civil cases by using the Swedish courts’ e-service: Signing
and sending the summons application digitally – Swedish courts.

9 Are there special forms for bringing actions, or, if not, how must I present
my case? Are there elements that have to be included in the file?
There is no requirement to the effect that special forms must be used to bring a case. There is a summons
application form for civil cases that may be used irrespective of the amount involved in the dispute in question.
The form is available on the Swedish National Courts Administration (Domstolsverket) website in Swedish.

A summons application must contain information about the parties, a statement of claim, the basis for the claim,
information concerning the evidence being relied upon and what each piece of evidence is to prove, and
information about the circumstances that render the court competent to hear the case.

Written evidence that is relied upon should be submitted together with the application.

If an application is incomplete, the court must request additional information. If such additional information is not
forthcoming, the application will be rejected.

10 Will I have to pay court charges? If so, when? Will I have to pay a lawyer
right from the introduction of my application?
Applicants must pay an application fee for applications in civil cases. The fee is paid to the district court
(tingsrätt) when the application is submitted. The application fee currently ranges from SEK 900 to SEK 2 800,
depending on the type of case. If the application fee is not paid, the court sends the applicant an order to fulfil
the payment obligation. If the payment is not made despite this, the application will be rejected.

Questions concerning the payment of lawyers’ costs are a matter to be settled between the client and the
lawyer. This is customary both in terms of requests for advance payment and in terms of subsequent invoicing
for the work that has been done. There are special rules for cases where legal aid has been granted.

11 Can I claim legal aid?
Information may be found here.

12 From which moment is my action officially considered to have been

https://www.domstol.se/amnen/tvist-om-pengar/ansok-om-stamning/signera-och-skicka-stamningsansokan-digitalt/
https://www.domstol.se/amnen/tvist-om-pengar/ansok-om-stamning/signera-och-skicka-stamningsansokan-digitalt/
https://www.domstol.se/globalassets/filer/gemensamt-innehall/blanketter/rattshjalp/ansokan-om-rattshjalp-dv-1030.pdf
https://e-justice.europa.eu/37129/EN/legal_aid?SWEDEN&clang=en
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brought? Will the authorities give me some feedback on whether or not my
case has been properly presented?
In Sweden, a case is regarded as having been brought on the date when the summons application arrives at the
court. A summons application is regarded as having arrived at the court on the date when the documents or
notification of a paid postal item containing the documents arrive at the court or reach a duly authorised official.

If it can be assumed that the documents, or notification of them, were handed in at the court registry or
separated out for the court at the post office on a certain date, they are regarded as having arrived on that date
if they reached a duly authorised official on the next working day.

No confirmation is issued automatically to the effect that the case is regarded as having been brought properly.
Information about this may, however, be obtained through contact with the court, for example by telephone.

13 Will I have detailed information about the timing of subsequent events
(such as the time allowed for me to enter an appearance)?
According to the provisions of the Swedish Code of Judicial Procedure (rättegångsbalken), the court should
prepare a schedule for dealing with the case as quickly as possible. There may, however, be some cases where
there is no point in preparing a schedule. In most cases, there is little basis for preparing a schedule until a
statement of defence has been received.

It is always possible to obtain information about the ongoing handling of the case through contact with the court,
for example by telephone.

Related links

Ministry of Justice

Swedish National Courts Administration
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http://www.regeringen.se
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