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FINDING COMPETENT COURTS/AUTHORITIES

The search tool below will help you to identify court(s)/authority(ies) competent for a specific European legal
instrument. Please note that although every effort has been made to ascertain the accuracy of the results, there
may be some exceptional cases concerning the determination of competence that are not necessarily covered.

Article 14(2), first indent - Names and addresses of the competent receiving or transmitting
authorities

The transferring authorities are regional courts (sądy okręgowe).

Receiving authorities:

Ministry of Justice
Department of International Cooperation and Human Rights

Al. Ujazdowskie 11

00-950 Warsaw

Tel./Fax: +48 22 23-90-870 +48 22 628 09 49

Email: dwmpc@ms.gov.pl

District courts (sądy rejonowe) and regional courts are also receiving authorities.

Article 14(2), second indent - Receiving and transmitting authorities' geographical areas of
jurisdiction

Territorial jurisdiction of the transferring authorities:

Legal aid applications which are to be transferred to another Member State must be filed with the regional court
having jurisdiction over the place (region) of the applicant’s domicile or habitual residence.

Territorial jurisdiction of the receiving authorities:

Under Article 8(1) of the Act of 17 December 2004 on the right to legal aid in civil proceedings in Member States
of the European Union (21 December 2021 (Journal of Laws 2022, item 284)), legal aid applications may be filed
directly with the court competent to examine the application, that is to say, the court before which the
proceedings on the substance are to be brought or are ongoing or, if the application is for legal aid in
enforcement proceedings, with the district court having jurisdiction over the place of enforcement of the
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judgment.

For all legal aid applications submitted to Polish courts by applicants with domicile or habitual residence in other
EU Member States, the receiving authority with territorial jurisdiction is the Ministry of Justice.

Article 14(2), third indent - Available methods of receiving applications

Methods of receiving applications.

Applications may be filed directly with the transferring authority or by post.

Applications may be filed directly with the receiving authority or by post.

Article 14(2), fourth indent - Languages that may be used for completion of the application

Languages that may be used for completing the application

Transferring authorities: The application must be drafted in Polish and in an official language of the Community
institutions accepted by the EU Member State to which the application is to be transferred.

Receiving authorities: The application must be drafted in Polish or in English.

Official languages of the Community institutions, other than Polish, which are accepted by Polish receiving
authorities: English.
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The national language version of this page is maintained by the respective Member State. The translations have been done
by the European Commission service. Possible changes introduced in the original by the competent national authority may
not be yet reflected in the translations. The European Commission accepts no responsibility or liability whatsoever with
regard to any information or data contained or referred to in this document. Please refer to the legal notice to see copyright
rules for the Member State responsible for this page.


